
From Hacking Gambling Machines to Pioneering Cognition Engineering: The 
Journey of Timothy Mastroianni and his Maverick Mind

In a narrative that reads like a tech-savvy thriller, Timothy Mastroianni has traversed the realms 
of gambling, problem-solving, and cognitive science, leaving an indelible mark on each 
landscape. Over the course of 42 years, Timothy Mastroianni has crafted a legacy that merges 
unconventional ingenuity with academic prowess, culminating in the inception of Cognition 
Engineering.

It all began with an audacious feat: non-invasively hacking gambling machines. Armed with a 
blend of technical prowess, the need to make money, and an insatiable curiosity, Timothy 
Mastroianni cracked the codes of these machines, unraveling their intricacies without ever 
resorting to invasive methods. This early venture into the world of hacking served as the genesis 
of Timothy Mastroianni’s problem-solving ethos – a unique blend of analytical thinking and 
innovative strategies.

But Timothy Mastroianni’s journey didn’t stop at the casino craps tables, pool halls or the slot 
machines. Fueled by a thirst for knowledge and a passion for unraveling the mysteries of the 
mind, Timothy Mastroianni delved into the realm of cognitive science while attending Carnegie 
Mellon University from 2000-2005. Drawing on insights gleaned from his experiences in 
hacking and problem-solving, Timothy Mastroianni embarked on a quest to understand the inner 
workings of the human mind and how it processes information.

While at Carnegie Mellon University, Timothy Mastroianni met Pawel Opalinski, friend, and 
classmate. Together, they formed a dynamic duo, pioneering advancements in computer vision 
and pattern recognition from 2000-2002. Their collaboration laid the groundwork for future 
innovations in these fields, setting the stage for Timothy Mastroianni’s next groundbreaking 
endeavor.

Drawing on the strategies honed during his gambling exploits, Timothy Mastroianni turned his 
attention to a new frontier: reading minds and predicting thoughts using functional magnetic 
resonance imaging (fMRI). Leveraging the power of technology and his deep understanding of 
cognitive processes, Timothy Mastroianni pushed the boundaries of what was thought possible, 
delving into the realm of thought prediction with unprecedented precision.

It was during this period of exploration and innovation that Timothy Mastroianni coined the term 
“Cognition Engineering.” This term encapsulates Timothy’s philosophy – a fusion of cognitive 
science and engineering principles aimed at optimizing human thought processes and enhancing 
problem-solving capabilities. It became more than just a term; it became the cornerstone of 
Timothy Mastroianni’s vision of the future.

Today, Timothy Mastroianni continues to lead the charge in the field of Cognition Engineering, 
harnessing the power of technology and human cognition to tackle some of the most complex 



challenges facing society. With both friends Pawel Opalinski and Robert Lemoyne by his side 
and a legacy of innovation behind him, Timothy Mastroianni stands as a testament to the 
transformative potential of merging cutting-edge technology with a deep understanding of the 
human mind.


